Evaluation of commercial Ginkgo biloba dietary supplements for the presence of colchicine by high-performance liquid chromatography.
A high-performance liquid chromatographic method with photodiode array detection was developed for the detection of the presence of colchicine in commercial ginkgo products. The method is based on the baseline separation of constituents in ginkgo samples plus reference colchicine. The minimal detectable concentration of colchicine is 1.0 ng on column in the current assay. By analysis of retention time and UV profile of suspect peaks in the sample with those of reference colchicine, none of the nine commercial ginkgo products analyzed contained colchicine.